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Lot 2 Crowther Road

Beautiful 2.25 acre property

Easy beach access

Drilled well and power

$449,900
3783 Ontario Avenue

Stunning 5-bdrm, 5 ½ bath home

Great layout, easy suite potential

Quiet neighbourhood, walk to school

$979,000

PANORAMIC VIEW
WATERFRONT ACREAGE

7397 Sturt Road

Beautiful 5-bdrm, 3-bath home

Many updates, gorgeous views

Pellet stove, tiered decks, new shop

$995,000
708 Hollingsworth Road

Gorgeous 5-bdrm home + shop

Stunning setting, privacy on 1 acre

Private boat launch access

$1,795,000

WATERFRONT

2017-2018

NEW LISTING

WATERFRONT

Inability to read victim impact statement a 

disappointment, says Nichelle Guignard

 
PAUL GALINSKI

reporter@prpeak.com

 
Nichelle Guignard, the grieving mother of shooting victim Braxton Leask, feels let 

down by the criminal justice system.

Guignard’s son was shot and killed in Lund along with Dylan Buckle on June 17, 

2017. A third young man, Zane Hernandez, was also shot in the incident and sur-

vived. The shooter, Jason Timothy Foulds, was found not criminally responsible due 

to a mental disorder (NCRMD) for the shootings during a Supreme Court hearing in 

Powell River on Tuesday, June 12.

“We had no rights from the very day I was told my son was murdered,” said Guignard. 

“Braxton was erased and he had no rights whatsoever. Jason, got every right.”

Guignard said she has been careful to be measured in everything she has said pub-

licly that is related to the case but feels it is time to be heard.

For example, she said she is disappointed with how the court proceedings took 

place. Foulds elected to have his case heard by judge alone, which is his right under 

Canadian law.

“Jason requested it be by judge only and he got what he wanted,” said Guignard. 

“When I looked at all the cases I’ve been researching, when there was a jury involved 

alongside a judge, the determined verdicts were mostly not NCRMD because you 

have multiple people’s opinions.”

Powell River lawyer David Garling said it is a gold standard practice to take a case 

like Foulds to a judge and not a jury. On a serious crime such as murder, the accused 

can elect whether their trial will be heard by judge alone, or judge and jury. An ac-

cused’s right to elect judge-alone or judge and jury trials for indictable offences is a 

fundamental principle of justice in Canada, added Garling, who was not involved in 

the Foulds case but was consulted by the Peak
 to explain the concept of jury election 

by an accused.

Guignard was also disappointed the accused appeared in court by video link rather 
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REMEMBERING SON: Nichelle Guignard holds a photograph of her son Braxton Leask, who was 

shot to death two years ago. Maneuvering through the judicial system in the aftermath has been a 

difficult process that has at tim
es brought frustration. PAUL GALINSKI PHOTO
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Company offers one-stop shop for boating

Valley Marine opens upholstery shop on Padgett Road

Mitchell Brothers*

Quality Foods

Safeway

Save-On-Foods

Shoppers Drug Mart*

The Brick

Valley Marine, a locally owned 

and operated business for more 

than 30 years, recently opened its 

in-house upholstery shop. This ad-

dition makes it easier than ever 

for customers to have all their 

boat needs tended to in place, says 

Valley Marine owner Ian Saunders. 

With the help of upholstery crafts-

man Gordon Kerr, Valley Marine’s 

upholstery shop opened June 1. 

“Longtime industry experience 

has provided Gord with the knowl-

edge and expertise to give your 

boat the look you’ve always want-

ed,” says Ian. “Gord prides himself 

on his craftsmanship; that, paired 

with great products, will give you a 

top-quality result.”

Valley Marine’s upholstery divi-

sion offers a wide variety of colour 

and material options to suit any 

upholstery needs, says Ian. Gord’s 

experience includes boat tops, win-

dow repairs, interior and exterior 

upholstery, and cushions and much 

more, he adds.

Over his years of practice, Gord’s 

interests have also merged into au-

tomotive upholstery, some of which 

include vinyl and convertible tops, 

custom seats as well as full custom 

interiors, to name a few, he says.

Gord and his wife Linda moved 

to Powell River from Kelowna and 

by luck, were put in touch with the 

Valley Marine team.

“It didn’t take long to see this was 

a good fit,” says Ian. “What started 

as a boat shop dream is now a fully 

operating Valley Marine upholstery 

division.”

They took an open bay that was 

being used for storage and con-

verted it into a working area for the 

upholstery work, he adds.

Given the high percentage of boat 

owners in town, a lot are having to 

go over to Campbell River to get 

their upholstery work done, says 

Ian.
“That gets really expensive,” he 

adds. 

With Valley Marine under Ian’s 

ownership, the company’s dedi-

cated team of technicians and 

boat experts still take the same 

pride in providing the same great 

service and thorough knowledge 

of each boat’s mechanical needs, 

which customers have come to 

rely on.

The Valley Marine team of tech-

nicians is still led by longtime boat 

mechanic and member of the com-

pany family Jeff Munro, who has 

been servicing boats in the com-

munity with Valley for more than 

20 years. 

With more hands-on-deck than 

before, the team is proud to include 

Munro, who serves as a manager, 

operator and Red Seal mechanic; 

Saunders, who is also a Red Seal 

mechanic, yacht engineer/techni-

cian Daniel Buckland; Red Seal 

welder and marine mechanic ap-

prentice Cole Forsythe; and marine 

shop specialist Jordy Arnolds.

Of all the services Valley provides, 

one of particular note is Valley 

Marine’s full boat shrink wraps for 

boat winterization.

“We put a sheet of vinyl over top 

then blast it with the heat gun and 

it shrinks it down tight, sealing the 

boat up so you don’t have to have it 

under covered storage,” says Ian. 

“It’s a really nice way to take care of 

your boat.” 

The shrink wrap protects boats 

against the sun’s destructive ultra-

violet radiation, moisture, mould 

and mildew, and is guaranteed not 

to blow off or leak during one of 

Powell River’s fierce winter storms.

Zippers can be installed into the 

wrap in case the boat owner needs 

to get in and out while the shrink 

wrap in on, he adds. 

Valley Marine assists boat own-

ers at their Padgett Road boatyard 

with a variety of services, including 

painting and custom work, com-

plete boat building, boat hauling 

and storage, sales and service, and 

trailers.  

To show support for United 

Steelworkers Local 1-1937 mem-

bers, currently out on job action, 

Valley Marine is offering a 10 per 

cent discount on all boat repairs 

and services for striking steelwork-

ers, says Ian. 

Valley Marine, located at 3407A 

Padgett Road, is open from 8 am to 

5 pm Monday to Friday. Customers 

can reach the upholstery shop by 

telephone at 604.485.9260 or the 

main repair shop at 604. 485.9257.
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Lot 2 Crowther Road

Beautiful 2.25 acre property

Easy beach access

Drilled well and power

$449,900
Lot 3 Yew Kwum Place

0.6 acre building lot on no-thru road

Family oriented neighbourhood

Close to schools, transit, grocer, cafe

$179,900

LARGE BUILDING LOT WATERFRONT ACREAGE

Lot B Algoma Avenue

Live or invest in the downtown core

Zoned R2, walk to ferry terminal, 

shops, eateries, grocers, beach

$129,900
Lot 46 Cortez Avenue

Quiet Grief Point neighbourhood

¼ acre, walk to beach, park

Two road access

$139,900

OCEAN VIEW LOT

2017-2018

DOWNTOWN VIEW LOT

Strike affects an estimated 

3,000 workers

PAUL GALINSKI

reporter@prpeak.com

Western Forest Products’ workers went on 

strike as of 3:45 pm on Monday, July 1, and 

pickets were in place in several Powell River lo-

cations after the job action was called.

United Steelworkers (USW) Local 1-1937, 

the union representing 1,500 of the company’s 

hourly employees and 1,500 employees work-

ing for the company’s timberland operators and 

contractors in BC began a strike that affects all 

of the company’s USW-certified manufacturing 

and timberlands operations in the province.

According to a Western Forest Products 

(WFP) news release, the company has been in 

negotiations with the USW since April 2019 for 

a new collective agreement to replace the com-

pany’s prior agreement, which expired in mid-

June. The union served 72-hour strike notice 

on the company and some of its contractors on 

June 28. The company applied to the BC Labour 

Relations Board on June 25 for the appoint-

ment of a mediator to assist in negotiations 

and has made multiple requests to meet with 

the USW and a negotiator. According to WFP, 

the USW has not agreed to meet.

“It is
 extremely disappointing that the USW 

has chosen to take strike action,” said WFP 

president and chief executive officer Don 

Demens. “After cancelling scheduled bargain-

ing sessions and refusing mediation, it’s clear 

that the USW is intent on inflicting damage to 

the coastal forest industry, which already faces 

significant market challenges, including having 

to pay the highest softwood lumber duties for 

shipments to the United States of any jurisdic-

tion in Canada and the loss of market share in 

Japan due to Japanese government subsidies 

for their domestic industry. We remain hopeful 

that they will agree to meet with a mediator so 

as to minimize the disruption on our employ-

ees, communities and customers.”

Demens said the company has been working 

to negotiate a new collective agreement with 

USW, as has been achieved in the northern and 

southern interior of BC, where the USW and 

the Council on Northern Interior Forest Service 

Relations and Interior Forest Labour Relations 

Association, respectively, have ratified new 

agreements. He said the actions taken by the 

USW come at a time when BC forest companies 

are curtailing production and shutting down 

mills due to poor market conditions.

Western Forest Products has begun its work 

stoppage contingency plan and is working to 

mitigate the potential impact on the strike on 

its business partners and customers.

Efforts were made to speak with a Powell 

River USW spokesperson but the individual 

was unable to comment. The Peak
 was referred 

to a union spokesperson, who did not comment 

prior to deadline.

According to a news release from USW, mem-

bers working for WFP voted 98.8 per cent in 

favour of taking strike action.

The release further states that due to the fact 

that WFP has not seriously addressed the local 

union’s proposals and because WFP continues 

to keep massive concessions on the bargaining 

table that threaten USW members, the union 

served strike notice.
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ON STRIKE: United Steelworkers Local 1-1937 workers [from left] Scott Green, 

Ron Hollingsworth and Rory Barnes were on picket duty outside Western Forest 

Products’ office on Duncan Street on Wednesday, July 3. Pickets have been set up 

at several local locations, such as Powell Lake, the Duck Lake area and Stillw
ater.  
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Contractor offers wide range of earthmoving services

Shaun Gloslee Excavating brings the right people and equipment together for best results

Mitchell Brothers*

Quality Foods

Safeway

Save-On-Foods

Shoppers Drug Mart*

The Brick

Helping clients overcome 

drainage, developing and 

landscaping challenges is 

one of the best parts of be-

ing an excavating contractor 

in Powell River, says Shaun 

Gloslee, owner of Shaun 

Gloslee Excavating. 

Founded in 2008, the lo-

cally owned and operated 

excavation company has

been assisting residential, 

commercial and industrial 

customers for the past 11 

years with the company’s 

wide range of services and 

equipment.

“From landscaping and

driveways to drilling, blast-

ing and building logging

roads, to commercial and in-

dustrial projects of any size, 

we have the right equipment 

and people to complete any 

project from start to finish,” 

says Shaun, who has more 

than 25 years of experience 

in the business.

Shaun grew

up in Powell

River and has 

run machines

since he was 10 

years old help-

ing his father.

He worked for 

Gloslee Trucking 

on and off for 25 years in ad-

dition to working in the for-

est industry.

He and his team of reliable, 

courteous and professional 

employees bring years of 

know-how to each job and a 

desire to provide the best in 

customer service.

“All our employees

have 20-plus years of expe-

rience,” says Shaun. “Our 

equipment is reliable and we 

can get the job done right.” 

Prior to starting the com-

pany is 2008, Shaun worked 

in Toba Inlet for several years 

in construction and road 

building. Since then, he has 

continued to help support lo-

cal logging contractors open 

Powell River’s backcountry 

up to support the local econ-

omy, help local businesses 

prepare construction sites 

for new builds and then 

provide the site’s land-

scaping. He also assists 

developers and land-

owners clear their land 

so housing construction 

can proceed. 

“We help clear and develop 

land, bring services in, and 

build logging roads,” says 

Shaun. “We also can help if 

someone buys some proper-

ty and they need it cleared to 

build on. We can even broker 

the wood if needed.”  

For residential clients, 

Shaun Gloslee Excavating is 

able to excavate foundations 

for new homes, bring under-

ground services to construc-

tion sites, build driveways 

and move earth to landscape 

yards, among many other 

tasks. For already estab-

lished homes, the excava-

tion company is able to help 

troubleshoot drainage issues 

in yards and potential causes 

of basement flooding, in ad-

dition to repairing a home’s 

perimeter drainage and sew-

er systems.

“Clients can rest assured 

we’ll always find the most 

cost-effective, but proper way 

of solving their problem,” says 

Shaun. “We are aware of the 

common problems people 

generally have and we can 

offer some ideas of what will 

work to solve them. You can 

trust us with your job.”

Shaun provides no-cost 

quotes and encourages any-

one to contact the company 

to help troubleshoot their 

drainage or landscaping 

challenges. 

“We can come by and have 

a look at the problem for 

you and see if we can come 

up with a solution,” he ex-

plains, adding that even if 

the homeowner decides not 

to go ahead and hire him for 

the job, he is happy to be able 

to lend some of his expertise 

to problem solve.

Shaun says he stands be-

hind his reputation as a fair 

and honest businessperson. 

“Reputation is everything,” 

he adds. 

He says he takes the com-

pany’s slogan to heart: Call 

us, we can help. 

“At the end of the day,” 

says Shaun, “it’s gratifying to 

see a finished job and know 

you’ve helped solve a prob-

lem for somebody.” 

For more information

about how Shaun Gloslee 

Excavating can help, go to 

sgexcavating.com. To book 

an appointment with Shaun, 

call 604.414.5455 or email 

sgloslee@gmail.com.
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Quiet area, detached garage

3-bdrm, 1-bath home in Van Anda

$343,0003480 MARINE AVENUE

Updated 3-bdrm, 3-bath home 

Attached garage, central location

$389,000

2082 NICHOLAS AVENUE

Corner lot in Van Anda. One-storey 

home with 2-bdrms plus den

$196,800

8671 HIGHWAY 101

Exceptional oceanfront property 

One level, 2-bdrm, 2-bath home

$699,800
$389,000

North Island-Powell River 

riding opponents react to 

advisory council’s report

ALEXANDER COSH

Peak contributor

 
Candidates running in the North Island-

Powell River riding are largely split between 

those who support the introduction of a 

universal, single-payer national pharmacare 

system, and those concerned about the cost 

of such a program.

A government-appointed expert advisory 

council published a report, June 12, recom-

mending the federal government introduce 

a $15 billion single-payer pharmacare plan 

to provide Canadians with universal drug 

coverage. This would replace the current 

patchwork system, whereby Canadians are 

covered through a mix of employer and gov-

ernment drug plans.

The report noted that Canadians spent $34 

billion on medicines last year, and that one 

million cut spending on food and heating to 

be able to afford prescription drugs. Three 

million Canadians skipped on prescriptions 

altogether, due to costs.

The Liberal Party’s Peter Schwarzhoff 

noted attempts already made by the fed-

eral government to address those problems. 

These include the creation of the Canadian 

Drug Agency in the 2019 budget, which al-

located funds for a national formulary of 

drugs Canadians can access.

However, the Liberal candidate stopped 

short of specifically calling for the introduc-

tion of a universal, single-payer system, as 

per the expert panel’s recommendation.

“Disentangling the web of private and 

public drug payment systems that currently 

exist and merging them into a single sys-

tem will be challenging,” said Schwarzhoff. 

“We know, too, that the cost of not mov-

ing forward with a national pharmacare 

system would be astronomical and make 

access to essential medications even more 

challenging.”

The Conservative Party’s Shelley Downey, 

meanwhile, said the report’s recommenda-

tions did not address the short-term needs 

of those who lack funds to pay for prescrip-

tion drugs, and raised concerns about how 

the government would fund a national 

program.

“This is even more daunting in light of 

the deficits that we have had for the past 

3.5 years; taxes would have to be raised 

significantly to implement what the report 

recommends,” said Downey. “A national for-

mulary for drugs will have its own pitfalls. 

If the plant producing the formulary drug 

goes down, then we can expect shortages or 

branded drug substitutions at higher costs.”

Downey did not, however, specify how 

a Tory government would address the 

lack of affordable drug coverage for many 

Canadians.

On the other hand, NDP incumbent Rachel 

Blaney noted the report’s conclusion that 

not introducing universal coverage would 

ultimately cost ordinary Canadians more.

“The advisory council’s report said that in 

2018 drugs cost Canadians $34 billion, and 

the cost of implementation would only be 

$15 billion,” said Blaney. “There is no justifi-

able financial or humanitarian reason not to 

implement universal pharmacare in Canada. 

This is only one of many studies over the last 

50 years that have recommended a univer-

sal, single-payer system. For 50 years this 

has been a missing piece of our universal 

health care in Canada.”

After unveiling its 2019 federal election 

platform, the NDP has promised to intro-

duce mental, dental and hearing coverage in 

addition to universal pharmacare if it 
forms 

the next government.

The Green Party’s Mark de Bruijn also 

wholeheartedly supported introducing »2
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SEAT SEEKERS: North Island-Powell River federal election candidates who have been nominated to run in the upcoming federal election include [from left] Rachel Blaney (NDP), Mark de Bruijn 

(Green Party), Shelley Downey (Conservative Party), Peter Marcin (People’s Party) and Peter Schwarzhoff (Liberal Party). CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

© 20
19 A

&W 
Trad

e Ma
rks L

imite
d Pa

rtne
rship

TIME O
FFERLIMITed

POUR UN
 TEMPS

LIMITÉ

Tasty wild-caught cod is back on the menu at A&W.  

Try our Wild-Caught Cod Burger or Wild-Caught Cod Wrap, 

made with mouthwatering strips of cod, crisp coleslaw  

and tangy tartar sauce. They won’t be around forever,  

so catch them while you can.

WILD-
CAUGH

T COd

Catch it w
hile you can.

© 20
19 A

&W 
Trad

e Ma
rks L

imite
d Pa

rtne
rship

TIME O
FFERLIMITed

POUR UN
 TEMPS

LIMITÉ
Tasty wild-caught cod is back on the menu at A&W.  

Try our Wild-Caught Cod Burger or Wild-Caught Cod Wrap, 

made with mouthwatering strips of cod, crisp coleslaw  

and tangy tartar sauce. They won’t be around forever,  

so catch them while you can.
WILD-

CAUG
HT COd

Catch it w
hile you can.

4696 JOYCE AVE 604.485.6277

OFFER VALID AT THE POWELL RIVER LOCATION ONLY. NO RAIN CHECKS. WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. 

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. CASH AND CARRY ONLY, NO IN-HOUSE CHARGE ACCOUNTS

604.485.2791

PRICE
S VAL

ID AT TH
IS LOC

ATION
ONLY

.

Store Hours

Monday to Friday 7:30 am to 6 pm

Saturday 8 am to 6 pm

Sunday 9 am to 5 pm

Visit us at 4750 Joyce Avenue

Powell River

BUY
ONLINE
FAST AND EASY

rona.ca

10%
GET

CASHBACKIN RONAGIFTCARD
APPLY NOW

with your first 
in-store RONA card purchase

Minimum purchase $299 before tax*
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STRAND BOARD 
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While quantities last
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7100 Alberni Street

604-485-4823
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STARTING JUNE 13, 2019

Get ALL the 

NEW listi
ngs at 

prhotnewlistings.com

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den
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5541 Maple Avenue

3 bdrm, 2 bath, +1 bdrm suite

Fir floors, trim, 9’ ceilings

Walk-out basement,

lane access $334,900

7408 Gabriola Crescent

New 3 bdrm, 2 bath with view

Gas fireplace, 2 decks

Ensuite, fenced yard

$515,800

NEW HOME + VIEW

OCEAN VIEW

3783 Ontario Avenue

Stunning 5 bdrm 5 ½ bath home

Great layout, easy suite potential 

Quiet neighbourhood, 

walk to school $979,000

PANORAMIC VIEW

7397 Sturt Road

Beautiful 5 bdrm, 3 bath home

Many updates, gorgeous views

Pellet stove, tiered decks, 

new shop $1,095,000
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Hearing clinic expands service

Powell River Hearing thanks community for continued support

Quality Foods

Rona* 
Safeway
Save-On-Foods

Shoppers Drug Mart*

Staples
The Brick
West Coast Furniture

With more hours, a wide selection 

of hearing aids and a promise of great 

customer care, locally owned and 

operated Powell River Hearing is cel-

ebrating one year of helping the com-

munity not only hear better, but live 

better. 

Located on Joyce Avenue, Powell 

River Hearing specializes in provid-

ing hearing tests with personalized 

consultations, hearing aids to suit all 

needs and budgets, as well as aural 

rehabilitative counselling and options 

for tinnitus management.

Before opening the clinic, owner 

and longtime Powell River resident 

Shannon Miller had a 20-year career in 

public health. She is a registered hear-

ing instrument practitioner with the 

College of Speech and Hearing Health 

Professionals of BC.

“I’m delighted with the degree to 

which Powell River has embraced a

locally owned hearing clinic,” says 

Shannon. “The past year of helping 

my clients hear better has just been 

amazing.”

One factor that sets Shannon apart 

from other hearing aid providers in 

town is her connections in health care 

and her ability to help advocate for the 

growing number of seniors who re-

ceive health care support in their own 

homes. 

She notes that while many seniors 

live with hearing loss, they are not the 

only ones who grapple with the con-

dition. Workers who are, or were, ex-

posed to regular workplace noise are 

a growing number of people, and they 

are seeking help. Shannon says that’s 

one of the reasons why she approached 

WorkSafeBC to have her clinic be rec-

ognized as a member of WorkSafeBC’s 

network of service providers. 

“Powell River Hearing is now part 

of a large group of service provid-

ers, including others locally, that are 

WorkSafeBC approved,” she adds.

The great part of being part of this 

network is that it gives third party cli-

ents options, explains Shannon.

“If you are unsatisfied with your 

service provider you can easily switch 

to another without any hassle, simply 

present with your third party identifi-

cation and tell me what you need,” she 

says. “I’ll do the rest.”

Wearing proper hearing protection is 

the best way to prevent noise-induced 

hearing loss.

“If you have tinnitus and have ex-

posed yourself to excessive noise, you 

might consider having your hearing 

tested.”

Shannon can provide custom ear-

moulds designed to protect hearing 

from excessive noise and for those 

who use sleeper plugs, swim plugs 

and communication earpieces. Powell 

River Hearing is also able to assist cli-

ents covered under federally funded 

programs that provide benefits for vet-

erans, RCMP and status first nations 

people.

“If you are a person with a disability 

and have hearing loss you could be eli-

gible for hearing aid benefits as well,” 

adds Shannon.

One challenge Shannon has run into 

is not being able to assist some local 

people who bought hearing aids from 

other providers. Some people are dis-

covering their hearing aids can only 

be serviced by the company that sold 

them, she says. 

“Because some hearing aid brands 

are proprietary, they don’t share any 

of their supplies, replacement parts, 

or fitting software with independent 

shops,” she adds. “This is unfortunate 

if people don’t know this before they 

purchase.”

Shannon says it’s always best to pur-

chase hearing aids close to home as it 

could save money and hassle in the 

long run should the purchaser require 

a repair or adjustment. One has to as-

sess cost savings with service provi-

sion; in the first six months of wearing 

hearing aids, a person may have to 

make as many as half a dozen follow-

up visits before everything is fitted op-

timally, she adds.

Built into the cost of hearing aids 

is a client care plan at Powell River 

Hearing, in addition to batteries, war-

ranties and consumables. 

Before jumping at offers elsewhere 

that promise what seems to be signifi-

cant savings, Shannon encourages po-

tential customers to talk to her first.

“I welcome everybody to come

in and compare what I can provide 

against the price they think they can 

get from another clinic; they’ll be quite 

surprised,” she says. “There are real 

benefits to shopping local for hearing 

aids.” 

Shannon is offering $500 off the cost 

of the new Oticon Opn1S rechargeable 

and non-rechargeable hearing aids 

during July. 

Powell River Hearing is open 9 am 

to 4:30 pm Monday to Friday or by 

appointment. 

More information about the clinic 

and the services it offers can be found 

online at powellriverhearing.com or by 

calling 604.485.0036.

Powell River Hearing owner Shannon Miller [right] and client care representative Cathie Gaspard.
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604.485.9611 • DOXAUTOTECH.CA

WE OFFER FULL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS ON ALL VEHICLES 
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SERVING POWELL RIVER FOR OVER 40 YEARS

7239 DUNCAN STREET • 604.485.5352
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Addendum: The passing

BY GRANT LAWRENCE

Previous chapter: [“The End, part two,” June 28]: A few weeks ago, the CBC’s 

Grant Lawrence wrapped up his latest storytelling serial in the pages of the 

Peak. It was called Hermit of Desolation Sound, the true story of the hermit 

philosopher Russell Letawsky. Because of an exceptionally significant and sad 

event that has occurred since the series ended, Lawrence returns with this spe-

cial addendum.

“If I’m
 going to die, I’d rather go back in the bush here and not have 

anyone find me for weeks,” Letawsky detailed to me on June 6, 2019. “I 

believe in this. I don’t like all the ceremony surrounding death. It’s okay to 

die and have the wolves get at me, and the vultures, and everything else.”

“Hopefully, after a while,” Letawsky added with a chuckle, “people will 

come by and find a bone or two, and find me scattered all over the place.”

When Russell explained that to me, I had no idea it was the last tim
e I 

would see my old friend.

On July 9, I had just signed on to the WiFi at the remote Homfray 

Lodge, north of Desolation Sound, when I received the familiar ping of a 

Facebook message. “He’s dead.”

I stared at the message for a moment, then replied. “Excuse me?”

A return answer came back, repeating the phrase: “He’s dead.”

The messages were from the estranged daughter of Russell Letawsky. 

My heart pounded in my chest.

I wrote her back. “Are you telling me that your father has died?”

“Yes. That’s what I’m
 saying.”

I couldn’t believe it. I was in shock. Russell was 76 years old, but I had 

just seen him a few weeks earlier. I had visited him throughout the spring 

for this series. We sat together in the sun in his yard talking for hours on 

end.
The old hermit seemed to be doing all right, considering his still-rough-

ing-it lif
estyle and recovery from his stroke in 2016. However, one major, 

persistent problem for Russell was his lack of running water.

Whenever he needed water, he had to start up his old, uninsured van, 

drive down his steep, pot-hole-filled, thorny, overgrown driveway just off 

of Gifford Road north of town, to a ramshackle trailer that did have running  
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HERMIT PHILOSOPHER: Russell Letawsky, in June 2019, in front of the cabin north of Powell River where he 

was found dead on July 7. GRANT LAWRENCE PHOTO

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN
NOW SHOWINGmovie starts at dusk

NO CHARGE - WEATHER PERMITTING - EVERYONE WELCOME 

Thursday, August 1st at 

Larry Gouthro Park

4696 JOYCE AVE 604.485.6277

NOW 

HIRING
APPLY TODAY

Open Sunday to Saturday 7 am-9 pm

7100 Alberni Street

604-485-4823

WE MATCH

all competitor 

flyer prices

Get ALL the 

NEW listi
ngs at 

prhotnewlistings.com

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

$479,000

$479,000

$479,000

$479,000

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

7199 Esquimalt Court
 

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrifi c
 new price

Fabulous view

 
4766 Joyce Avenue

Powell River, BC V8A 3B6

Offi ce: 604 485 4231

Warren Behan

Personal Real Estate Corporation

Broker Owner

604 485 2324

warren@warrenbehan.com

View current listings at

`

Get ALL the 

NEW listin
gs at 

prhotnewlistings.com

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrifi c
 new price

Fabulous view

$479,000

$479,000

$479,000

$479,000

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

7199 Esquimalt Court

4 bedroom and den

Fully fenced back yard

Quiet cul-de sac

Terrific new price

Fabulous view

4766 Joyce Avenue

Powell River, BC V8A 3B6

Office: 604 485 4231

Warren Behan

Personal Real Estate Corporation

Broker Owner

604 485 2324

warren@warrenbehan.com

View current listings at

`

5587 Maple Avenue

3 bdrm, 1 bath, fir floors

Gas fireplace, rec room

Large deck, lane access

$322,500
8589 Myrtle Point Drive

4 bdrm, 2 bath on 1/3 acre

Clean, move-in ready

Short drive into town

$299,900

OCEAN VIEW

OCEAN VIEW

5541 Maple Avenue

3 bdrm, 2 bath, +1 bdrm suite

Fir floors, trim, 9’ ceilings

Walk-out basement, lane access

$334,900
3993 Selkirk Avenue

Nicely updated 2 bdrm, 1 bath

Large level lot with some view

Fenced yard, alley access

$342,500
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Impressive RV and solar inventory awaits

Top of the Hill Solutions provides multiple power and service options

London Drugs
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The Brick

A visit to Top of the Hill Solutions 

is an eye-opening experience for 

anyone thinking of solar power for 

recreation properties and homes, 

or for recreational vehicle (RV) 

needs. It is no longer just a place 

to stop for groceries, lottery tickets 

or a fresh-made sandwich; it is all 

that, and so much more.

In addition to the convenience 

store, Top of the Hill also houses 

the largest solar-energy-system 

inventory north of Vancouver, 

full-on RV accessories and ap-

pliances and, to top everything 

off, even sells a line of electric 

scooters.

With the large solar-panel in-

ventory, everything contractors 

and do-it-yourself vacation home-

owners require to power off-grid 

appliances and equipment is

available in stock, along with ad-

vice about this clean, alternative-

energy option.

“A number of people can walk in 

to buy full systems and we will still 

have more in our inventory, every-

thing from small to large systems; 

charge controllers, inverters, bat-

teries and cables,” says manager 

Andy Vestering.

Most sales and services are di-

rectly related to off-grid living, in 

locations without access to power, 

such as Savary Island, Powell Lake 

and other areas with no service. A 

growing grid-tie market also exists 

for homeowners with hydro con-

nections thinking of green and re-

newable energy alternatives.

“People are wanting their rec-

reation homes and RVs to be able 

to perform similar to their family 

home,” says Andy. “Top of the Hill 

can make that happen.”

As a cabin owner on Powell Lake 

for the past 25 years, Andy has in-

stalled and tested many off-grid 

accessories, enabling him to share 

the acquired knowledge and expe-

rience with his customers.

“I have lived it for years, so I know 

what people expect for off-grid liv-

ing,” says Andy.

It is common for people to 

think they need more equipment 

than necessary. A conversation 

with Andy and checking out 

the inventory at Top of the Hill 

often results in cost savings for 

customers.

“Solar DC fridges are getting 

more and more popular the last few 

years,” says Andy. “I have cut my 

propane costs by 70 per cent since 

switching to a solar DC fridge.”

With increasing demands for 

off-grid power, more battery op-

tions are required for customers. 

Top of the Hill stocks all types of 

batteries: golf cart, 2-volt, 6-volt, 

and L16s. All off-grid inverters are 

also kept in stock. Inverter cables 

are custom-made using a new 

bench crimper recently acquired 

for the process.

“Inverter cables are expensive, 

so buying in bulk and having us 

custom-make them is more cost-

effective,” says Andy.

For customers who still use pro-

pane, Top of the Hill can service and 

repair propane fridges, and also 

electric accessories for customers’ 

vacation homes and RVs. Top of the 

Hill also repairs, services and sells 

RV fridges, hot water tanks, furnac-

es, water pumps, toilets, fittings, 

electrical plug-ins, cleaners, vents, 

vent covers and more.

RV owners are welcome to check 

out the wide variety of accessories 

already on the shelves, or cruise 

through the Atlas catalogue to 

find exactly what they are looking 

for.
“We will happily bring it in for 

you,” says Andy. “Top of the Hill is 

your new one-stop RV accessories, 

parts and service centre.”

Top of the Hill is proud to com-

plement its solar line with electric 

scooters, including a three-wheeled 

mobility unit and two-wheeled ver-

sions; each equipped with signal 

lights and headlights. The Gio-

brand scooters have pedals in addi-

tion to electric motors, which clas-

sifies them as bicycles.

“You just get on them and go; you 

can ride for 50 kilometres before 

needing to recharge,” says Andy. 

“If needed, we can service or repair 

any Gio brand.”

Top of the Hill Solutions is open 

seven days a week from 7 am to 

10 pm (9 pm Sundays), with full 

service Monday through Friday 

from 8 am to 4 pm. For more in-

formation, call 604.483.9006 or

604.414.4212.

Top of the Hill Solutions manager Andy Vestering [centre] and sales and service representatives Brad 

Gustafsson [left] and Mike Brown.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
“ W H O  K N O W S  B E T T E R  T H A N  M O T H E R  N A T U R E ”

mother-nature.ca        facebook/MotherNaturePowellRiver • We’re at 7050 Duncan Street • 604.485.9878FALL AND WINTER GARDEN WORKSHOP

Summer may have just arrived but now 

is the time to be planning your winter harvest!

Saturday, August 17 •10:30 am to 12 pm

Wednesday, August 21 • 6 to 7:30 pm

$15 per person •Mother Nature Nursery • Phone 604.485.9878 to register

7239 DUNCAN STREET • 604.485.5352

tempcohvac.comHEATING & COOLING SPECIALISTS
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